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How are military families different from other families?
Military families are those that one or more of their members serves or has served in the armed forces including the deceased ones. They could be related either by blood, adoption or even marriage. Technically, we may think or assume that a military family would have the same normal life that a civilian family would like waking up in the morning, getting on with our activities for the day and sharing every moment together as a family. On the contrary, military families have quite a different life from civilian families. 
One of the reasons military families are different from the rest is that they are fiercely patriotic. I do not mean to say that the rest of Americans and other people in the rest of the world are not patriotic to their countries. A lot of people have served their countries in a lot of amazing patriotic ways. However for military families, it is on another level. This is because they breathe and live to the aspect and meaning of service for the country every day. Often, these families share their times and lives with their fellow military families.  
They visit hospitals with their fellow wounded warriors, community interaction with their fellow widows and fatherless children, (Townsend 2016). In addition, military families live in a culture of symbols that remind them of what their loved ones in service live to everyday. These are symbols like national flags, uniforms, homecoming banners as well as just seeing flying military jets in the air. For them, it becomes irritating when somebody does not stand up when we sing the national anthem or even take off their hat.  A person from a civilian family could most certainly never relate to all this issues.
Military families are also different in that they often will never make family plans as per their wish. They have to align family vacations, gatherings and reunions bearing in mind that they could suddenly be suspended by the military. They are just used to not doing things and making plans their way. They feel the pain when a civilian family member talks about how they could not allow their loved ones to be gone for long periods of time. Civilian family members definitely can never relate. For military families, they completely do not have a choice. They give up control of things that matter to them the most and precisely every family’s dream of love, oneness and family times.
Military families deal with the most challenging situations a family could ever experience. This is especially in cases like where a mother has to give birth to a child whose father is deployed somewhere in another part of the world with a fifty fifty chance of ever coming back. Others have o bear a pregnancy for a few months and suddenly the father dies in the line of duty. These are some of the pains a civilian family could never understand.
Military families always consider mortality and especially at very early stages of their lives. Spouses always know what the other person would want if anything happened. Civilian family spouses mostly wait until they are older. It is a tough and terrifying decision to make especially in your twenties as a spouse. All the same, you certainly have no choice when you know there is war ahead.
Important family times and celebrations such as anniversaries and birthdays have to be celebrated even during the wrong dates. Simply because sometimes they have to wait until their service member is back from either training or deployment. It is never easy but they quickly adapt. They end up assuming calendars and dates as just numbers and celebrate their most important events of their lives any time.
How should society invest in children with parents at war?
Children with parents in the military have often been left out of the picture in most of the schools, hospitals and social institutions as far as their welfare is concerned. I think the biggest investment the society could make on children whose parents are at war is keenly minding their welfare through building communities of care. All social amenities such as schools, learning and religious institutions should look into the children they serve and how their parents are connected to the military. This ought to be the first consideration in meeting the unique needs of these children. In addition to this, doctors, religious leaders and teachers who handle these children need to be informed of the hardships that accompany having parents at war. 
Non‐ profit organizations for instance should initiate projects and forums that seek to sensitize teachers about the hardships experienced by military children. Therefore incorporating them in these institutions would for the utmost benefit of these children. Building such communities of care will yield a future generation of children who are able to comfortably live with the occupational situations of their parents in the military and enhance faster resilience, (Gonzalez et al. 2014).
How is family crisis for war veterans dealt with in the mass media?
Often, the family crisis of the men and women returning after war is never completely dealt with in the mass media. Usually, the mass media only poses rhetorical questions about what should be done to war veterans and their families and who should do it. However, I feel like that is the most the mass media could do as long as the war veteran family crises is concerned. The biggest segment of responsibility is in the government. Normally these war veterans return home with not only physical wounds and disabilities but also massive post traumatic stress disorders that lead to broken families and relationships. 
The veteran crises is mostly contributed by the high costs of taking care of the veteran, lost family times, broken family ties as well as the mental health disorders in their children, (Lawhorne et al. 2016). Often, the mass media has attempted to air films that replicate the occurrences of certain wars and family crises of veterans alongside conducting interviews with state officials about the same. All these are usually meant to be wake up calls to the government on the welfare of the veterans and the crisis they experience at home. This is because most of them return to a society that they find difficult to adapt to and are now seemingly an invisible minority group that the government has not fully paid attention to.
 Through these interviews and dialogues, the mass media is also attempts to clear the controversial thoughts people have about the veteran family crises and attempt to bring reality and facts to the public’s eye. Veterans have been left to fight battles within them and their families that very few people understand, (Connell 2016).  . However, dealing with veteran family crises in the media, especially in films, should be done keenly and replicating facts. Otherwise veterans feel irritated by the media and view this as assault to the lifetime service they have given to their country.
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